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FEATURED FIND
The Bronze Age ‘hoard’ from 
Callander, Perthshire 
Matthew G Knight 
Curator of Prehistory (Chalcolithic and Bronze Age) at   
National Museums Scotland 
In the early nineteenth century, a small group of Bronze Age ob-
jects, comprising two rapiers, a spearhead and a socketed axe-
head, were reportedly discovered together in Callander, Perth-
shire. When I found them in a drawer the National  Museum Col-
lections Centre, these objects instantly sparked my curiosity for 
two main reasons.  
Firstly, the spearhead is the only one of its kind in Britain. The 
asymmetrical loops on the socket are very unusual;  typically side-
loops are parallel to each other. However, six examples similar to 
the Callander spearhead have been found in Ireland. Could this be 
an import then? Or was someone just experimenting with a new 
design? 
Secondly, there’s been some doubt over whether these   objects 
should be considered a ‘hoard’. This is because  Middle Bronze 
Age rapiers and Late Bronze Age socketed axes are rarely found 
together. The Callander group         typologically spans a period 
of about 300 years. This would mean that Middle Bronze Age ob-
jects were being deposited in the Late Bronze Age. This is not a 
far-fetched as it sounds, with several ‘multi-period’ hoards now 
recognised from across Britain and Ireland.  
Of course, this could be an antiquarian collection of objects, but 
other than our own constructions of prehistoric chronologies 
there’s no reason to doubt the associated finds. Accepting this 
group as a hoard encourages us to challenge our perceptions of 
the past. Could the older objects have been heirlooms passed 
down over several generations? Or were they rediscovered from 
an earlier deposit? It’s these questions (and many more!) that 
make this hoard one of my favourites I’ve come across so far. 
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